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Podcasting for the 
Classroom

with Jeff Kuhn



1. Discover podcasts

2. Create podcasts

3. Discuss best practices 
for making podcasts

Today’s Session



Pod + Broadcast = Podcast



Pod + Broadcast = Podcast

 Podcasts are downloadable 
“radio broadcasts” that cater 
to specific audiences or 
specific topics.



Why podcasts?

 Many podcasts are 
distributed as Creative 
Commons

 They are often free
and can be 
downloaded and 
shared



Creative Commons

 For more on Creative 
Commons resources 
for the classroom 
check out this month’s 
Teacher’s Corner!
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 MP3 encoded

 Small – 20 ~ 50mb

 Range of Topics
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Why Podcasts? - Genre Study

Podcasts typically:

 Have a written description

 Begin with an intro

 Have theme music

 Focus on a specific topic



Where are podcasts?

 iTunes is a great place to start

 iTunes has many items for sale 
but podcasts are typically free



Where are podcasts?

 iTunes is music player and a 
distribution platform for music and 
podcasts

 You can download it at

 apple.com/itunes







iTunes -> Podcasts



iTunes -> Podcasts



Where are podcasts?

 National Public Radio

 Voice of America

 TED Talk Podcasts



npr.org/podcasts



voanews.com/info/podcast/1356.html



Learn Out Loud



TED Podcasts



Public Radio Fan



Podcast Alley



Making Podcasts



{ Audacity

Making Podcasts



Audacity - audacityteam.org/



Audacity



Audacity

Recording Functions



Audacity

Interface Tools



Audacity

File Menu



Audacity

Audio



Audacity

Vocals

Music



My students 
should hear this



Highlight then
Ctrl + X



Cut out just like 
in a Word 
document!



Open a new 
Audacity file



Crtl + V to paste 
to a new file



Didn’t catch all that?

Teacher’s Corner 
Week 3!



Podcast Best Practices

 What makes a 
great podcast?



Say It Well

 The goal should not 
be to speak but to 
communicate!

 150-160 WPM



Have something to say!

 Podcasting as 
Autonomous 
Learning



 Choosing instructional materials

 Setting learning objectives & prioritizing 
them

 Determining when and how long to work 
on each objective 

 Assessing progress and achievements; 

 Evaluating the learning program.
(Dickinson, 1987)

Autonomy



 Choosing instructional materials

 Setting learning objectives & 
prioritizing them

 Determining when and how long to 
work on each objective 

 Assessing progress and achievements; 

 Evaluating the learning program.

(Dickinson, 1987)

Autonomy



Ensure students PLAN their podcast!

 By the end of my podcast the listener 
will …

 be up-to-date on Premier League events

 know the essential listening for K-Pop

 have an understanding of the popularity 
of League of Legends 

Autonomy



21st Century Skills

Assembling a 
podcast requires 
more than 
speaking



Students learn:

 Research information

 How to write scripts

 How to record

 How to edit

 How to be conversational

21st Century Skills
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Genre Study

Podcasts typically:

 Have a written description

 Begin with an intro

 Have theme music

 Focus on a specific topic



{
Encourage 
students to 
make 
something 
worth 
listening to!

Be Entertaining



Encourage students to

 Cover topics they want to share

 Cover topics important to their 
community

 Cover topics they want to teach to 
others

Be Entertaining



Make a Radio Play



Make a Radio Play

Check out:

 archive.org/details/oldtimeradio

 genericradio.com/series





Slow and Steady Wins!

Take time at each step:
 Use a podcast in class

 Have students record audio on cell 
phones

 Try Audacity

 Make a podcast for class

 Have students make podcasts

 Every step of the way – have fun!
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Thanks for attending!


